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National Cancer Institute Overview and Mission

 

The National Cancer Institute (NCI) is the federal government's principal agency for cancer research and training.

Our team of approximately 3,500 is part of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), one of 11 agencies that make up the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). NCI is deeply committed to the core values of equity, diversity, and
inclusion that allow all staff to reach their potential and fully contribute to the institute’s cancer mission. See our Visitor
Information for location and directions.

NCI drives the cancer research enterprise by supporting and convening researchers, paying for facilities and
systems, coordinating the National Cancer Plan, and more
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NCI Mission

NCI leads, conducts, and supports cancer research across the nation to advance scientific knowledge and help all people live
longer, healthier lives.

NCI Leads the National Cancer Program

As the leader of the cancer research enterprise, collectively known as the National Cancer Program, and the largest funder of
cancer research in the world, NCI manages a broad range of research, training, and information dissemination activities that
reach across the entire country, meeting the needs of all demographics—rich and poor, urban and rural, and all racial/ethnic



populations. Specifically, NCI focuses on two broad roles:

Cancer Research

Leads the nation’s research efforts to improve cancer prevention, detection, diagnosis, and survivorship
Supports 71 NCI-Designated Cancer Centers and more than 5,000 grantees
Coordinates and supports all phases of clinical trials across 2,500 clinical trial sites nationwide, seeking the
development of new and improved cancer treatments
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Supports intramural research scientists in our own laboratories and clinics
Partners with industry, private philanthropic organizations, other federal agencies, and other national and foreign
institutions to engage in cancer research and training opportunities that otherwise might not be possible because of
their complexity and cost
Collaborates with private-sector life sciences companies to advance promising innovative technologies that fuel
improvements in detection, diagnosis, and treatment of cancer
Supports the Frederick National Laboratory for Cancer Research, the only federally funded research and development
center dedicated exclusively to biomedical research
Maintains long-term storage of publicly available cancer genomic and clinical data
Supports construction of laboratories, clinics, and related facilities for cancer research

 

Training and Support for Cancer Researchers

Strives to attract, train, and retain the best minds to become the next generation of cancer researchers
Provides support to scientists and their institutions to create outstanding environments for researchers to train, conduct
basic and clinical research, and care for cancer patients
Funds training and career development opportunities across a broad spectrum of cancer research disciplines through
training grants, fellowships, research career development awards, and research education grants
Supports targeted cancer research training for individuals from backgrounds underrepresented in the biomedical and
behavioral sciences to achieve and sustain a diverse workforce
Provides comprehensive training programs that support the needs of qualified individuals at all stages of their career
development, ranging from middle-school students to independent researchers
Offers training opportunities centered in hospitals and research institutions across the nation, in addition to intramural
training programs offered at NCI laboratories and offices in Maryland
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For more details, please visit https://www.bleu7.com/detail/national-cancer-institute-rockville-91
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